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SUBJECT: FORTHCOMING LOS ANGELES TIMES STORY ON U.S. ARMS AID 
TO KENYA 

1. DIAL TORGESON, NAIROBI BASED LOS ANGELES TIMES CORRES- 
PONDENT, CALLED ON ME TODAY TO SEEK CONFIRMATION AND 
COMMENTARY ON BRIEFING GIVEN HIM IN DEPARTMENT AUGUST 15 
ON U.S. -KENYA BILATERAL MILITARY RELATIONS BY LT. COL. 
COYKENDALL, POLITICAL-MILITARY OFFICER IN BUREAU OF 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS. AFTER TORGESON READ HIS NOTES ON BRIEF- 
ING TO ME, I TOLD HIM I WAS SOMEWHAT SURPRISED THAT 
DEPARTMENT OFFICER 

WOULD HAVE RELEASED SUCH COMPREHENSIVE 

INFORMATION ON SUBJECT WHICH KENYAN GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS 
SENSITIVE. I SAID THAT GOK HAD ASKED THAT WE NOT TAKE 
INITIATIVE TO RELEASE INFORMATION ON BILATERAL ARMS TALKS 
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WHICH MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD IN WASHINGTON - WOULD 
INEVITABLY BE PICKED UP BY PRESS AT SOME POINT. 

2. INASMUCH AS IT WAS APPARENT THAT TORGESON HAD BEEN 
GIVEN VIRTUALLY COMPLETE STORY ON STATUS OUR BILATERAL 
ARMS NEGOTIATIONS WITH KENYM(FMS CREDIT, MAP TRAINING, 

F-5'S, ETC.) AND IT WAS ALSO CLEAR THAT HE WAS DETERMINED 
TO PUBLISH FEATURE STORY ON THIS SUBJECT (SEPARATE FROM 
BROADER STORY ON U.S. ARMS AID TO AFRICA WHICH WAS HIS ORIG- 
INAL REASON FOR CALLING AT DEPARTMENT), I DECIDED IT WOULD 
BE BEST TO BRIEF HIM (ON A NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION TO EMBASSY 
BASIS) SO AS TO PUT PROSPECTIVE U.S. ARMS SUPPLY RELATION- 
SHIP WITH KENYA IN ACCURATE POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
PERSPECTIVE. I EMPHASIZED THAT - CONTRARY TO HIS INITIAL 
IMPRESSION - USG HAS NO PLANS TO "SUPPLANT" UK AS PREDOMIN- 
ANT SUPPLIER OF ARMS AND TRAINING TO KENYA, AND THAT IT WAS 
OUR HOPE THAT UK AS WELL AS OTHER FRIENDLY WESTERN COUNTRIES 
WOULD ALSO FIND IT IN THEIR INTEREST TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 

TO ENABLE KENYA TO REDRESS CURRENT HIGHLY UNFAVORABLE 
REGIONAL ARMS BALANCE AND THEREBY DETER POSSIBLE EXTERNAL 
AGGRESSION. I ALSO STRESSED THAT TO DATE NO SPECIFIC ARMS 
DEALS WITH U.S. HAD BEEN CONSUMMATED AND THAT $5 MILLION 
LINE OF FMS CREDIT HAD THEREFORE NOT BEEN DRAWN DOWN. 

3. AFTER TORGESON LEFT I PHONE DEFENCE MINISTRY ACTING 
PERMSEC GITONGA TO ALERT HIM THAT TORGESON'S STORY WOULD 
BE COMING OUT SHORTLY AND WOULD PROBABLY ALSO APPEAR IN 
PARIS HERALD-TRIBUNE, WHICH IS CIRCULATED IN KENYA. 

GITONGA WAS QUITE UPSET THAT DEPARTMENT HAD TAKEN INITIATIVE TO 
RELEASE NEWS, BUT AGREED WITH ME THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ONLY 
MATTER OF TIME BEFORE IT BECAME KNOWN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER 
TO PRESS. HE PROMISED TO PASS WORD WITHIN GOK SO THAT 
THOSE CONCERNED CAN BE PREPARED TO RESPOND TO PRESS 
QUERIES. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE BEING KEPT INFORMED TELEGRAPHICALLY 
ON ANY STORIES THIS SUBJECT WHICH MIGHT BREAK IN STATESIDE 
PRESS. 

LINDSTROM 
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